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A Paaven ed 3 the Linn of ths Church, 
uſed before the Sermon. 


Auncarr GOD, the Giver of all god Gifts, who by thy 
divine providence haſt appointed divers Orders in thy Church; 
Give thy grace, we bumbly beſeech thee, Io all who are called 
to any Office and adminiſtration in the ſame ; and ſo repleniſh 
them with the truth of thy dofFrine, and endue them wilh inno- 
cency of life, that they may faithfully ſerve before thee, to the 
glory of thy great name, and the benefit of thy Holy Church— 
And humbly we beſeech thee, moſt Gracious God, to bleſs thoſe 
who are in authority over us. Direct and proſper all their 
conſultations to the advancement of thy Glory, the good of thy 
Church, the ſafety, honor, and. welfare of thy People ; that all 
things may be fo ordered and ſettled by their endeavours, upon 
the beſt and ſureſt foundations, that peace and happineſs, truth 
and juſtice, religion and piety, may be eftabliſhed among us for 
all Generations—Theſe and all other neceſſaries for them, for 
us, and thy whole Church, We humbly beg in the name and 
mediation of Jeſus Chrigour 1 120 Bleed LORD and SAVIOUR. 


Sr. Marrürwes Gosen en cn 15 
And lo, I an d you _— even unto the end * the 2 


Tb E SE words were ſ poken by our Bleſfed 3 Seu 
to comfort and encourage. his Diſciples juſt before He was 
taken from them into Heaven. He had previoufly affured 
them, that all power was committed to him, bottrin Heaven, 
and Earth, and he engaged to be with them even, unto the 
end af the World. Amidſt the many and gucat diſcourage- 
ments which the faithful Miniſtet of Chriſt is ſure ta mect 
with, theſe words of his divine Maſtet, cannot but aſford him 
conſolation and encouragement. It is not, 1 conccive, to 
be doubted, that the promiſe here made uas to be extended, 

not only to the Apoſtles, but to their Succeſſors and to every 
ſucceeding faithful Miniſter, of Chriſt, „Lo I am with 
you alway,” &c. That is, Lam and will be with you and 


your Succeſſors, L. will ſtrengthen, you by my power and 


1 1 will eneourage you by the bleſſing and aſſiſtance 


of 
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of my Holy Spirit, I will be with you to uphold my Ordi- 
nances, to protect, encourage and reward you, and all your 
Succeſſors in the faithful diſcharge of your truſt. This 
protniſe, my Brethren, has been moſt remarkably fulfilled. 
God has never at any period been wanting to his Church. 
He has often reſcued it from impending ruin. He 
has raiſed up, ſucceſſively, able defenders of it, and has 
carried them through the greateſt troubles, diſtreſſes and 
perſecutions. Even in the preſent degenerate age, he ſtill 
upholds his faithful Miniſters, and by his mighty power 
will continue ſo to do till the end of the world. He has 
engaged to defend them, not only againſt all the /ud/ilties, 
the craft and cunning of evil and malicious Men, but even 
againſt the erimity and malice of Satan himſelf, ſo that the 
Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt his Church, 


This gracious promiſe of protection and ſupport is, my 
Brethren, at the preſent day, a great encouragement to us in 


the faithful diſcharge of our duty. It is our lot to live in a 


degenerate age ; an open and profeſſed diſregard to religion 
is become, through a variety of unhappy cauſes, the diſtin- 
guiſhing character of the preſent times. And the evil, far 
from receiving any check or oppoſition, is faſt increaſing. 
When did Infidelity and the contempt of every thing ſeri- 
ous and ſacred, when did ſtrife and diviſion, envy and malice, 
when did the profanation of God's holy name and Sabbaths, 


and the utter contempt of all laws civil and ſacred, ſo ſhame- 


fully 


EE» 

fully abound ? Where is that ſenſe of the divine preſence, 
that regard to the divine Authority, that hope of the favour 
and approbation of Heaven, which once directed the views, 
and influenced the actions, of our pious Forefathers ? 


Whazy did we ever ſtand in more need of the aid and 


ſupport of religion ; and when was there ever ſuch wicked 
arts employed, ſecretly to undermine its foundation, to 
deſtroy its ne and weaken its hold on the Fs 
mind? 


How is our holy religion treated with every poſſible mark 
of ignominy and inſult by the Scorner ? How have they 
endeavoured to hold up its divine Author, his laws, his ord. 
nances, his inſtitutions, his Miniſters and his Altars, to 
univerſal abhorrence and contempt ? 


- How often do we hear them affirming that chriſtianity 
is only a cunningly deviſed fable, when it is in truth a 
Revelation from Heaven—a' Revelation ſupported by ſuch 
a body of evidence as is ſufficient to convince every unpre- 


Judiced mind; by a long train of prophecies, moſt undeniably 


compleated, by the moſt aſtoniſhing and well atteſted 
« miracles, by the ſtrongeſt internal marks of truth, by the 
« purity of its precepts, the ſublimity of its doctrines, the 
perfect and unſpotted character of its divine Author, by 
an innumerable company of Confeſſors, Saints and Mar- 


* 1 who have ſealed their teſtimony to it we — 
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« blood,” and laſtly by its wonderful prevalence and. ſuc- 
ceſs, againſt: all the combined efforts, of the wit, malice 
and power, of men and Devils. If to theſe arguments of 
its truth, we-add the viſible good effects it has had in pro- 
moting the welfare, comfort and happineſs of mankind, 

where ſhall we find a religion ſo worthy of our belief, fo 
deſerving of our veneration, gratitude and love. 
A Religion fo holy and ſo pure, we every day hear the 
Infidel proclaiming to be no other, than the contrivance of 
Stateſmen and Prieſts to rule and deceive the people. | 


Wobrb to God, the people could ſee the hearts of theſe 
their pretended friends They would then no longer glory 
in that, which ought to be their ſhame, nor dne. 
that, which ought to Nr glory LO ane 


Bur Mankind, left they ſhould — thought o over 89 | 
have now become indifferent: to all religion. Hence the 
cauſe of the rapid progreſs of infidelity. ;; Hence it is that a 
plan has been laid to ſubvert! our holy religion. A Plan 
dark and ſubtle as the Agents who, have been; and ſtill are, 


Sh 18 


employed in its execution. It, has for its object, the reno- 
vation of Society 


an entire alteration in che religious, 
moral and civil principles of Mankind. 


As Religion is the baſis of all order and toe was 
neceſſary to accompliſh their ſcheme, to make Shut, the firſt 
object of attack. They well knew that it would be in vain 
to attempt ſo thorough a change, while religion and the 


(9) 


fear of Cod. had any Hold upon the minds of men but if 
they could only ſucceed in removing this ptincipal obſtacle ; 
they conceived that their plan might be executed, not only 
without difficulty, but with the greateſt eiſe and diſpatch. 
Accordingly, they firſt begun by undetmining the founda- 
tions of the Goſpel. If ſome of them extolled one part of 
Chriſtianity, it was in order to ſubvert the reſt; If they 
approved of the moral precepts, they denied the miracles, 
and all the characteriſtic doctrines of the Goſpel. It was 
their firſt object to reduce the Goſpel ſimply to a moral 
Tyſtem, and if we believe the Philoſophers, or rather the 
Philoſophiſts of the preſent age, we ate under no more obli- 
gation to receive and practice the precepts of Chriſtianity; 
than we are to receive and practice the rules contained in 
any other moral tract. 'Volney' s treatiſe of the Law of 
Nature, is with them of equal authority with the precepts 
of the Goſpel. Theſe were their firſt attempts, and it is 


greatly to be lamented, that they were ſo fortunate in their 


| beginning—their ſucceſs has encouraged them to proceed 
to greater lengths; and for many years they have been 
indefatigable in ſpreading their licentious and irreligious 
tenets. Societies have been eſtabliſhed in almoſt every 


chriſtinn Country, for the expreſs purpoſe of diſſeminating 


their poiſonous principles, and now it is evident, that the 
ſubverſion of Chriſtianity, is only a part, and the beginning 
of their diabolical plan. Their horrid defigns, could not 
be accompliſhed, while any fear of God or.dread.of futurity 

B ___ exiſted 
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exiſted in the minds of men. In order therefore, to extirpate 
every religious ſentiment, and to introduce the true principles 
of modern infidelity, one of their Champions has entirely 
thrown off the maſk, and without diſguiſe ſpeaks the ſenti- 
ments, and diſcovers the principles of the whole ſect. We 
want (ſays he) no other ſermon but the rights of man—po 
other doctrine but the conſtitutional precepts—no other 
Church than where the Section of the Club hold their 
meeting. Man when free, wants no other Divinity than 


Himſelf, This God will not coſt us a ſingle farthing, 


not a ſingle tear—nor a drop of blood. Reaſon de- 
thrones both the Kings of earth and the Kings of H-aven— 
no Monarchy above, if you wiſh to preſerve a Republick 

below. Volumes have been written todetermine whether 
a Republick of Atheiſts could exiſt. I maintain that 
every other Republick is a Chimera. If you admit the 
exiſtence of a heavenly Sovereign, at that inſtant you 
introduce the wooden Horſe within your walls, and your 


Republick is no more.” * 


Taese my Brethren, are the principles which the Philoſo- 
phiſts of the preſent age, are ſo induſtrious in propagating. . 
If they are ſucceſsful in their endeavours, it needs little 
foreſight to predict the conſequences. It is an indiſput- 
able fact, that nine tenths of Mankind have been governed 


more or leſs by religious principle ; take off this 
reſtraint— 


* RE I OR ng publiſhed by Order of the National 


Convention in France, 
— 


1 

reſtraint - perſuade the multitude that there is no future 
ſtate no God, to whom they are accountable, and you open 
a door to every kind of wickedneſs. The moſt horrid 
crimes would then be committed without ſhame or remorſe, 
In vain would the rich have recourſe to Bolts and Bars to 
ſecure their property, neither would they find any better 
ſecurity in the Laws of the Land; the unjuſt Steward in 
the parable, characterizes the great body of Mankind, if 
they fear not God, neither will they regard Man. Human 
Laws, ſays an elegant writer, will be of little avail without 
a ſenſe of divine Legiſlation, and the ſanctions of Men 
have little force, unleſs they are ſupported by the Autho- 
rity of God. Thus without religious principle, there would 
be no ſecurity for the public peace—the mutual confidence 
between man and man would be deſtroyed. The bond 
which keeps Society together would be broken—Oaths 
would-become mere words of courſe, and an appeal to the 
great God of Heaven no more regarded, than if he were 
an Image of Stone. Human life would be thrown into the 
utmoſt confuſion—the ſafety of Mankind would be endan- 
gered, and the moral World totter to its ruin, if ſuch a Pillar 
as Religion were to fall. We ought, ſays Bourdaloue, to 
conſider the principle of Religion in Individuals and Soci- 
eties, as we do the firſt moving power of the Univerſe— 
this firſt moving power hath an influence ſo great, that it 
not only. maintains all the Heavenly Bodies in their order 
and motion, but extends itſelf alſo to the boſom of the Earth, 


and 
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and is the cauſe of all the beauty, harmony and uſefulneſs, _- 


of this lower world; were this firſt moving power, to ſuſ- 
pend its operations, all nature muſt be deſtroyed ; all muſt 
be trouble, confuſion and ruin ; ſo if you take away the 
principle of Religion from Individuals, eſpecially from the 
leading Members of Saciety, you deſtroy all principle of 
obligation, you are no longer to look for charity, regularity 
or order among Individuals, or in human Societies; ſo true 
it is, that the tie which binds, us as „hee to each other, 
is our common obligation to God. 


Ir is againſt this religious principle, the foundation of 
all order and happineſs in Society, that the Infidels of the 
preſent age are contending. . In France they have obtained 
a temporary victory, but not ſatisfied with that, they ſtrive 
with unwearied induſtry, to obtain a ſimilar triumph over 
morals and religion in every Country upon Earth. Nor 
will they be diverted from their purpoſe, unleſs their own 
pernicious principles ſhould prove their deſtruction, until 
they have effected an entire change in the face of Society 
all religion, morals and Government, ſhall fall before them, 
and Mankind will be brought back once more, to a Nate 
of ignorance, darkneſs and barbarity. | 


How juſtly has St. Paul, in his deſcription of he 
Romans, delineated the Character of theſe modern Heather. 
They were, ſays he, filled with all unrighteou/ne/s, fornica- 


tion, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, maliciouſneſs full of envy, 


MURDER, 


613 


MURDER, Bale DECEIT, malignity, hiſperers, backbiters, 
HATERS Of Gob, DESPLTEFUL, PROUD, BOASTERS, INVENTORS © 
of EVIL THINGS, diſobedient to Parents, without under/tand- 
ing, COVENANT BREAKERS, WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION, 
IM PLASABLE, VUNMERCIFUL. Such a race of MONSTERS, 
we could fearcely have believed that the Earth ever bore, 
were not the fact aſſerted by an Apoſtle ; and did not the 
preſent day afford us an example of their equals, if not of 

their ers in every paging of wickedneſs and vice, 


"bs an the French have not 2 an F of Vaterans, 
but what is worſe, and more dangerous to the World, a 
Satanic Hoſt of Principles, and where the former cannot 
reach, they make their boaſt, that the latter will penetrate 
to accompliſh their horrid work of Revolution, anarchy 
and ruin. To effect this, their Philoſophers have been moſt 
wickedly induſtrious in printing and diſſeminating their 
licentious Pamphlets. In thefe publications they addreſs 
the multitude, and in order the more effectually to dupe 

them, they bring down their reaſoning to a level with their 
comprehenſions. © The whole poiſon of Infidelity is com- 
ce preſſed into the narrow compaſs of an eſſence, or an extra, 
* to render irreligion eaſy to the neaneſt capacity. It was 


4 by ſuch ſmall tracts difſeminated among the lower Orders 


ein every part of France, that the People there were 
"JT for that moſt aſtoniſhing event, the public 
s renunclation 
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« renunciation of the Chriſtian Faith.” From theſe 
artful ſnares of their Philoſophers, we are more in 
their power, than they can accompliſh by their Arms 
——here lies our greateſt danger. It is their Army of 
Principles which we have to oppoſe—and he muſt be blind 
indeed, who does not ſee that the preſent conteſt, is a Har 
of Principles—its baneful effects are not confined to the 
European Powers now at variance—but in every Country, 
it is a war of vice againſt viriue, of Infidelity againſt 
Religion—of the Savage and brutal part of Mankind, againſt 
the refined and civilized. 


 Acarnst ſuch Men, and ſuch principles, it is the duty 
of every pious Paſtor to guard and defend his Flock. 
And, my Reverend Brethren, at this eventful period, how 
can we be filent, conſiſtently, with the ſolemn engagements 
we have made? At the peril of our Souls we have under- 
taken the Office of the Miniſtry. As the Meſſengers, the 
Watchmen and Stewards of the Lord, it is our duty to 
teach and admoniſh, to uſe all faithful diligence to oppoſe 
every error, either in faith or practice, nor are we to ceaſe 

our labour, our care or diligence, until we have done all 
that lieth in us, according to our bounden duty, to bring 
all that are committed to our charge, to a due faith and 
knowledge of God, to a ripeneſs and perfection in Chriſt, 
ſo that no place be left among us, either for error in 


Religion, or viciouſneſs of life. f 


Ir 


* Vide Biſhop Portcus's laſt Charge to his Clergy. 
See the form and manner of ordaining Prieſts. 


4 
Ir is therefore our duty, and becomes an important part 
of our ſacred truſt, publickly to bear teſtimony againſt 
thoſe impious and deſtructive principles; which have pro- 
ved ſo ruinous in other Countries, and which, unleſs they 
are ſpeedily and ſucceſsfully. oppoſed, will prove no leſs 
ruinous and deſtructive in our oon. And in order that 
we may oppoſe them with ſucceſs, it ſhould be our firſſ and 
principal care, to revive a ſpirit of Religion and Virtue, both 
among Rulers and People. 


. Iris truly an alarming ſymptom, when there prevails in 
any Country, a cold indifference towards Religion -A 
greater calamity cannot befal a Nation The Peſtilence, 
the Famine, and the Sword, are often commiſſioned by Hea- 
ven to waſte and deſtroy a negligent and careleſs People.— 
After every other method has been tried to awaken them 
from their ſlumbers, there remains but one cxpedient : 
The divine Judgments will then be poured out. effectually | 
to rouſe them to a ſenſe of their duty and danger.” That ok 
this is true of us, that, as a Nation; we deeply partake of this 
Character, is too evident to require any proof, or admit of 
any doubt. —Indifference in matters of Religion, is become 
an epidemic, which few, if any, have eſcaped. 


I xxow that the degeneracy of the times has been a 
common complaint in all ages; but nevertheleſs, ſome 
periods have been more ſunk in diſſoluteneſs and irreligion, 
than others,—never ſurely was there juſter foundation for 

| complaint 
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complaint than at the preſent-day. The great prevalence 
of infidelity, the profligacy of multitudes the utter neglect 
of their eternal intereſts the ſhameful profanation of Gop's 
holy Name and Sabbaths—the wonderful increaſe of falſe 
philoſophy, together with an unbounded love of pleaſure 
and diflipation—theſe, to ſay nothing of other things, — are 
truly characteriſtic of the preſent age, and exhibit a moſt 
diſtreſſing and diſcouraging proſpect, to the ſincere friends 
of Religion and Virtue. 


Ar this alarming period, my Reverend Brethren, all our 
zeal, our utmoſt diligence, our molt fervent prayers, together 
with the moſt exemplary patience, prudence, fortitude and 
compaſſion are required.——lt concerns us to be more 
active and faithful, than ever we have been, in diſcharging 
the duties of our functions; and above all, to be careful, at 
all times and in all circumſtances, to cauſe our light ſo to 
ſhine before men, that by our example, credit and honor 
may redound to the Holy Religion we profeſs, and to the 
facred doctrines that we teach. 


To revive a true ſpirit of piety and virtue among the 
People, much will undoubtedly depend on our exertions ; 
for no claſs of Men, are capable of doing greater fervice, or 
greater prejudice, to the intereſts of Religion ; but our en- 
deavours however earneſt, though we ſhould redouble our 
care and diligence, will not be ſufficiĩent. If we are left 
alone in the arduous taſk of reformation, to what purpoſe 

are 


11 


are our moſt zealous exertions ? Would thoſe who are in 
the higher ſtations of life, vouchſafe to add their counte- 
nance and example, it would be of the greateſt efficacy, not 
only to revive our ſpirits, but alfo to enkindle a true ſpirit 
of piety and virtue, and to diffuſe it through every claſs of 
men. Their example would ſoon bring the ſtudy and prac- 
tice of Religion into repute. Acts of impiety and profane- 
neſs would then become matter of ſhame and reproach, in 
the eyes of men, as they always are in the ght of God. 


AxD believe me, my hearers, at this alarming criſis, 
good men ought not to forſake their Miniſters ; it is a time 
when the united efforts of virtuous and religious Men of 
every deſcription ſhould be exerted, in order to oppole thoſe 
pernicious principles which threaten, like a deluge, to over- 
whelm our Country, and to ſubvert the fair fabric of our 
Government, Laws, and Religion.——lt is not now a queſ- 
tion, whether this or that Church ſhall prevail ; whether 
this or that mode of worſhip is beſt ; but the queſtion is, 
whether there ſhall be any Church—whether there ſhall be 
any ſuch thing as Chriſtianity ? We have not now to con- 
tend with Chriſtian Brethren who hold to the eſſentials of 
Religion, and differ from us only in points that are imma» 
terial. But our conteſt is with the bold unbelieving Infidel, 
«© who is againſt the Goſpel, becaufe the Goſpel is againſt 
him,” We have thoſe for our adverſaries who will not be 

C atisſieck 
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| a aw preſent day. The gen LOT 
ol infidelity, the profligacy of multitudea the utter neglect 


of their eternal intereſts—the ſhanteful- profanation of God's 


holy Name and Sabhacks- chen wbmdetfal increaſe of falſe 
| philoſophy, together with an unbounded love of pleaſure 
and diſlipation—theſe, to ſay nothing of other things, are 

truly characteriſtic of the preſent age; and exhibit a moſt 
_ diſtreſſing and diſcouraging man to as (nay friends | 
of Religion and Virtue. A. 


Ar this alarming period, my Renkin een all our 
26al, our utmoſt diligence, our molt fervent prayers, together 
with the moſt exemplary patience, prudence, fortitude and 
compaſſion are required. It conceras us to be more 
active and faithful, than ever we have been, in diſcharging 
the duties of our functions; and above all, to be careful, at 
all times and in all circumſtances; to cauſe our light ſo to 
ſhine before men, that by our example, credit and honor 


may redound to the Holy ab- * 1 and n 


ſacred. doctrines that we teach, | 


To revive a true ſpirit of piety a ite among the 
People, much will undoubtedly depend on our exertions ; 
for no claſs of Men, are capable of doing greater ſervice, or 
greater prejudice,'to the intereſts of Religion i but our en- 
 deavputs however: earneſt, though we ſhould redouble our 


cure and diligence, will not be ſufficient, If we are left 


lone in the arduous taſk of reformation; to what purpoſe 


N 

are our moſt zealous exertions? Would thoſe who are in 
the higher ſtations of life, vouchſafe to add their counte- 
nance and example, it would be of the greateſt efficacy, not 
only to revive our ſpirits, but alſo to enkindle a true ſpirit 
of piety and virtue, and to diffuſe it through every claſs of 
men. Their example would ſoon bring the ſtudy and pracs 
tice of Religion into repute. Acts of impiety and profane- 
neſs would then become matter of ſhame and reproach, in 
the eyes of men, as they always are in the iight of God; 


 Anv believe me, my hearers, at this alarming criſis, 
good men ought not to forſake their Miniſters ; it is a time 
when the united efforts of virtuous and religious Men of 
every deſcription ſhould be exerted, in order to oppoſe thoſe 
pernicious principles which threaten, like a deluge, to ovet- 
whelm our Country, and to ſubvert the fair fabric of out 
Government, Laws, and Religion. It is not now a queſ- 
tion, whether this or that Church ſhall prevail ; whether 
this or that mode of worſhip is beſt ; but the queſtion is, 
whether there ſhall be any Church—whether there ſhall be 
any ſuch thing as Chriſtianity ? We have not now to con- 
tend with Chriſtian Brethren who-hold to the effentials of 
Religion, and differ from us only in points that are imma- 
terial. But our conteſt is with the bold unbelieving Infidel, 
« who is againſt the Goſpel, becauſe the Goſpel is againſt 
him.“ We have thoſe for our adverſaries who will not be 
C ſatisficck 
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| / ſatisfied with correcting errors, and reforming abuſes — 
| 7 Nothing leſs than the total ſubverſion, and utter extermi- 
nation of Chriſtianity can content them. 


Ler it not be ſaid that theſe are idle conjectures, and vain 
apprehenſions— that there is no danger that we *« fear 
* where no fear is.” Other Nations have flattered them- 
ſelves that they were equally ſecure, and never could be 
perſuaded to ſuſpect, that either their Religion or their 
liberties were in danger, till ſudden deſolation and deſtruc. 

tion came upon them. Let their fate be a warning to us. 
We had better be deſpiſed for too anxious apprehenſions, 
than ruined, as they have been, by too confident a ſecurity. 


f 
; 


IT therefore becomes Chriſtians of every rank and de- 
ſcription to ſtand forth in defence of their holy faith, and to 
uſe their moſt zealous endeavours to enkindle, if poſſible, 


the almoſt © expiring lamp of Piety.“ 


To this end, let all who are in authority have the fear 
of God before their eyes, and the good of their Country 
at heart,—Let them remember that their ſucceſs will de- 
pend not only on their political, but on their moral, and 
religious conduct, for except the Lord: keep the city the 
watchman waketh but in vain.—Let them not preſume to 


leave the Supreme Governour of the World out of their 
| Councils, 


69 
Councils, neither form Plans independent of him and his 


Providence, leſt he ſhould blaſt all their councils, and 
defeat their moſt vigorous exertions. | 


Lzr the ic Miniſters of Religion, by an exalted piety, and 
exemplary virtue, add dignity and efficacy to their religious 
inſtructions ; carefully preſerving themſelves, not only from 
the guilt, but even from ths een of impiety and 
wickedneſs. 


FixaLLy, Let all Who are any ways diſtinguiſhed either 
by their education, wealth, or wiſdom, add the weight of 
their example, and manifeſt their regard for Religion, and 
their love of their Country, by a ſerious and conſtant at- 
tendance on Public Worſhip, and by becoming models of 
every thing that is great and good. 


Ir we are thus ſincere in our exertions, the reſtitution of 
religious principle, and virtuous practice, will not be ſo 
difficult a taſk as is imagined. We may then confidently 
expect the aid of our divine Maſter, who has promiſed to 
be © with us even to the end of the world. While we 
value the Chriſtian Religion according to its real worth— 
while. we are prudently zealous for its honor, and ſtrive 
to recommend it to the world by an exemplary piety and 
virtue, we have no reaſon to fear the loſs of this beſt of 
bleſſings, but if we are careleſs and indifferent—-if ve 
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can patiently hear its holy Author its divine precepts and 
| and heavenly doctrines ridiculed, deſpiſed and trampled 
upon, then ſurely we are unworthy of ſo great a benefit, and 


ſhall have reaſon to fear that the kingdom of God will be 


taken from us, and given ta thoſe who will duly value and 


pnprove the ineſtimable gift, 


Bur thanks be to God, we are not ſo degenerate a Peo- 
ple, but that there may be found, even in this age of Infi. 


_ delity and Indifference, ſome eminent examples of real piety 


and virtue.—We have ſtill thaſe among us * who. are not 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and whoſe praiſe is nox 
of Men only, but of God. Who knows how far the influ- 
ence of their example may extend. That it may become 
univerſal, is moſt devoutly to be wiſhed. Then our holy 
Religion and invaluable privileges would be ſafe and ſecure; 
While we are with him, the Lord hath promiſed to be 
with us, and if He be for us, "who can be . againſt us. 
What though * the Heathen rage, and tlie People imagine a a 
vain thing, He that ſitteth in the Heavens ſhall laugh 
them to ſcorn.” If we have either fecret or open enemies, 
their hearts are in his hand, their deſigns are always under 
his eye, and he can change them as he pleaſes. He can 


humble their pride —aſſuage their malice and confound their 


devices—He can prevent the miſchief they contrive, or 


czuſe what they defign for our deſtruction, to prove the 
| means 


8 


means of our happineſs and ſal vation He who ſtilleth the 
raging of the ſea and the noiſe of his waves, can alſo at his 
pleaſure reſtrain the madneſs of the People,” The righteous 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and to favour a righteous and 
religious nation, he will, ſhould there be occaſion, bring 


light out of darkneſs, good out of evil, and order out of 
confuſion,” 


55 Wind, dearly beloved, let us hold faſt the profeſ- 
ſion of our faith without wavering, ſince we are aſſured that 
he is faithful who hath promiſed to be with us alway, even 
unto the end of the World. 


Mar this gracious promiſe of Chriſt's ſpiritual and per- 
petual preſence with his Miniſters excite us, my Brethren, 
to greater diligence, zeal and fervour in the cauſe of piety 
and virtue, - may we account no labour too great, no ſer. 
vices too painful, and no ſufferings too ſevere, ſo that we 
may finiſh our courſe with joy, and ful ſil the truſt commit. 
ted to our charge. And ſince we all profeſs to believe in 
Chriſt, and are well aſſured that our faith is not founded on 
the cunningly deviſed fables of Men—ſince as Chriſtians, 
we cannot but be intereſted in the honor of his Goſpel, and 
are bound by the moſt ſacred and ſolemn engagements to 
advance its reputation and ſucceſs - ſince as proteſtant Epiſ- 
copalians, we ſtill hold faſt ta the form of ſound words, and 
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continue ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip ; 


Let us, therefore labour, more and more, that the « word 
of Chriſt like a fountain of living water may dwell richly in 
us in all wiſdom, and flow liberally from us, in all holy 
converſation and Godlineſs.” 


Now to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Ons ErxRNAL and ever bleſſed GOD, be aſcribed by 
us and by all Men, all poſſible adoration and praiſe, might, 
majeſty and dominion, world without end. 


A M E N. 


